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What is the problem? 
• Sea levels are rising, due to 

polar ice caps melting, and 
the thermal expansion of 
water.

• This threatens the way of
life for coastal cities as 
many are at or below sea 
level. 

• The city of Charleston faces 
regular flooding during 
rains, hurricanes, and even 
sunny days at high tides. 

• Floods cause damages to 
homes, infrastructure, and 
can prevent people from 
commuting to and from 
their jobs. 

What is being done to promote positive Change?

Under former Mayor Joe Riley in
2015 the city of Charleston
announced the Sea Level Rise
Strategy Plan, that discusses a
myriad of methods and initiatives
targeted to combat the flooding.

Simplified into a “Reinvest,
Respond, Ready “ approach that
focuses on building green
infrastructure and updating the
cities outdated drainage systems
to accommodate rising
populations.

The College of Charleston is extremely
active in the conversation of sustainable
development and even have a separate
department dedicated to sustainability.

The campus has big goals for their
future. Among them being, carbon
neutrality by 2050, and zero waste by
2025.

The Center for Sustainable Development
provides students with the tools to
promote and practice sustainable habits
as they enter the world, and the
department aims to “educate and
empower students to be active change-
makers” says Dr. Ashley Lavender,
internship coordinator for the office of
sustainability and professor at CofC.

Established in 2010, Charleston’s
Climate Action Plan, known as
the Green Plan, clearly lays out
the plans for the city; focusing on,
better buildings, cleaner energy,
sustainable communities, zero
waste, and green education.

The plan will receive updates in
the summer of 2020, and the
new CAP will draw from the 2010
plan with updated incentives.
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